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WASHINGTON >>  
At Nativity grade 
school, we grew up 

steeped in the lore — and 
gore — of martyrs. For their 
brave deeds and words, these 
men and women were stoned, 
crucified, beheaded, stripped 
of all their skin, shot with ar-
rows and cooked alive on a 
red-hot griddle.

So I’m a little surprised my 
siblings would somehow put 
Donald Trump in those mar-
tyrs’ sainted company. My sis-
ter and brother, disturbed by 
Trump’s constant chaos and 
slashing insults, saw their 
hopes for Ron DeSantis or 
Nikki Haley evaporate.

I called my Republican sibs 
Friday to see if hearing the 
word “guilty” ring out 34 times 
in a New York courtroom had 
finally severed them from 
Trump; they are, after all, chil-
dren of a police detective.

My sister, Peggy, said she 
couldn’t sleep all night.

“You decided you can’t vote 
for a felon?” I asked.

“I wasn’t going to vote for 
Trump,” she said. “But now I 
am because I thought this 
whole thing was a sham.”

She tried to donate $100 to 
the Trump campaign, but so 
many people were contribut-
ing, she said, the site crashed. 
The campaign said it raised 
$52.8 million in the first 24 
hours after the verdict on the 
Republican fundraising plat-
form.

Peggy thinks Alvin Bragg, 
who boasted when he ran for 
district attorney that he had 
sued Trump 100 times while  
a federal prosecutor, conjured 
the crime by inflating the 
charges from a misdemeanor 
to 34 felonies because he was 
determined to bring down 
Trump. She’s furious the jury 
believed “that lying, stealing 
ass, Michael Cohen.” Like CNN 
legal analyst Elie Honig, she 
questioned the judge’s small 
donation to a pro-Biden, anti- 
Trump political operation. 
How would Democrats feel if it 
had been a MAGA donation? 
And she feels sorry for Barron 
Trump, the former president’s 
18-year-old son.

“I couldn’t get to sleep,” she 
said. “I was dreaming that I 
was in jail after a sham court 
trial. I was thinking that if they 
arrest me, I’d be out of luck. 
My father’s dead, and two of 
my brothers are dead. Who 
else would save me?”

Holy Kafka! Trump’s line 
about how he’s being mar-
tyred for us always seemed 
risible to me, but I guess it 
works with some people, even 
some people close to me.

My sister is not MAGA; she 
voted for JFK in 1960, Jimmy 
Carter in 1976, Barack Obama 
in 2008 and wrote in Joe 
Biden’s name in 2012. But she 
thinks Biden has declined sig-
nificantly and should step 
aside for a fresh choice. She’s 
upset about paying more  
than $100 for 10 items at the 

grocery store. And she is irked 
by the Democratic fervor to 
throw Trump in the clink.

My brother, Kevin, said the 
moral of the story for Demo-
crats is, “Be careful what you 
wish for.”

“This reminds me of Repub-
licans celebrating when they 
impeached Bill Clinton,” he 
said of Democratic glee over 
Trump’s conviction, predict-
ing that the “farce,” as he 
called it, would give Trump a 
bump as the GOP’s pursuit of 
Clinton did for him.

“The 12 jurors didn’t even 
have the decency to stay out 
long enough to show they had 
really considered it,” Kevin 
said. “You want to talk about 
election interference, take a 
look at this.”

Unlike my siblings, I found 
the guilty verdicts bracing. A 
dozen Americans had finally 
sliced through Trump’s reality 
distortion field and said, sim-
ply, “You’re lying and cheat-
ing, and it’s not right.” Even 
though the case was a stretch 
and not the strongest one 
against Trump, there was 
something refreshing about 
the jury doing what no one 
else around Trump has been 
able to do — not the inexplica-
bly sycophantish Republican 
lawmakers, not the corrupt 
Supreme Court, not the slow-
poke Merrick Garland.

The jurors were not  
Trump’s peers because 
Trump has no peer in men-
dacity. But it was great to see 
the 12 just say no, you don’t 
slime your way into the presi-
dency by having your creepy 
gofer pay off a porn star you 
slept with while your wife was 
home with a newborn and call 
it a legal expense.

Even though Trump has 
been styling himself as Al Ca-
pone, he seemed rattled by 
the verdict. When Trump took 
the stage near his gilded esca-
lator Friday morning he 
kicked off his revenge tour 
with a stream of conscious-
ness, pulling out all his old 
tricks. The master of Mar-a-
Lago played the victim, saying 
the prosecutors were trying to 
destroy his life over “a legal 
expense.” Striking the martyr 
note, he said witnesses on his 
side were “literally crucified.”

Anyone who isn’t a lickspit-
tle must be cruelly belittled. 
Justice Juan M. Merchan is a 
“crooked judge” who “looks 
like an angel, but he’s really a 
devil.”

It’s remarkable to watch the 
luminaries of “law and order” 
contort themselves to under-
mine Trump’s conviction, 
dues for what Cohen called a 
“dumpster cult.” The party of 
law and order evidently 
doesn’t like any law it didn’t 
order.

Trump projected as always, 
deflecting criticisms leveled at 
him and boomeranging them 
onto Biden. The suzerain of 
dishonesty called Biden “the 
most dishonest president 
we’ve ever had.” Trump said 
we have a president and “a 
group of fascists” that are “de-
stroying our country.”

If Trump keeps railing about 
himself in apocalyptic terms, 
it could give Biden an oppor-
tunity. And Biden badly needs 
an opportunity.
———
Maureen Dowd writes  
for The New York Times.

S ince Manhattan District Attor-
ney Alvin Bragg reached back 
to the 1930s to credit Republi-

can Thomas Dewey for “usher(ing) 
in the era of the modern, indepen-
dent, professional prosecutor” in 
Bragg’s defense of his role in the con-
viction of former president Donald 
Trump, perhaps Bragg should con-
sider a speech delivered in 1940 by 
U.S. Attorney General Robert H. Jack-
son to the country’s chief federal 
prosecutors and U.S. attorneys.

Jackson said something that might 
be considered relevant to the Trump 
trial: “If a prosecutor can choose his 
cases, it follows that he can choose 
his defendants. Therein is the most 
dangerous power of the prosecutor, 
that he will pick people that he 
thinks he should get rather than pick 
cases that need to be prosecuted. 

“With the law books filled with a 
great assortment of crime a prosecu-
tor stands a chance of finding at least 
a technical violation of some act on 
the part of almost anyone. In such a 
case it is not a question of discover-
ing the commission of a crime and 
then looking for the man who has 
committed it, it is a question of pick-
ing the man and then searching the 
law books, or putting investigators 
to work, to pin some offense on him.”

Many, and not just Trump defend-
ers, will see this as a warning that 
has just been ignored 84 years later.

Jackson continued — and here is 
where it speaks again to the Trump 
trial: “It is in this realm — in which 

the prosecutor picks 
some person whom he 
dislikes or desires to 
embarrass or selects 
some group of unpop-
ular persons and then 
looks for an offense, 
that the greatest dan-
ger of abuse of prose-
cuting power lies.”

It is in this following 
sentence that Jackson 
really nails it: “It is here that law en-
forcement becomes personal, and 
the real crime becomes that of being 
unpopular with the predominant or 
governing group, being attached to 
the wrong political views, or being 
personally obnoxious to or in the 
way of the prosecutor himself.”

That speech could have been de-
livered today if we had an attorneys 
general in New York and Washington 
who believe it.

One can oppose Donald Trump’s 
election to another term and still be 
worried that this politicization of the 
criminal justice system will come 
back to haunt those who currently 
favor it. 

The suggested confliction of Judge 
Juan Merchan (he contributed small 
amounts of money to Democrats and 
the 2020 Biden campaign and his 
daughter once worked for Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris and raised 
money for Democrats off the trial), 
DA Alvin Bragg (supported by leftist 
George Soros. Bragg made a cam-
paign promise to get Trump even 

though after his 
election he de-
clined to prosecute 
him), the role of 
Matthew Colan-
gelo, the third high-
est official in 
President Biden’s 
Justice Department 
who quit his job to 
work on a state 
prosecution, and a 

jury pool drawn from a city that 
voted overwhelmingly for Biden (it 
would have been good to know how 
many voted for Alvin Bragg).

I am reluctant to join the company 
of conspiracists, but this definition 
seems to fit the pile-on that resulted 
in Trump’s conviction: “Any concur-
rence in action; combination in 
bringing about a given result.”

Nothing will prevent retribution by 
prosecutors in conservative Republi-
can states from doing unto others 
what has been done to Trump 
should they wish to engage in pay-
back.

A Wall Street Journal editorial had 
it right: “Alvin Bragg might have 
opened a new destabilizing era of 
American politics. And no one can 
say how it will end.”

To which I would add that Trump’s 
conviction might be overturned, but 
the stain on our legal system is likely 
to remain for some time.
———
Cal Thomas writes for  
Tribune Content Agency.

By Iokepa Miner, Kawika Winter 
and ‘Alohi Nakachi

B ased on intrinsic connections 
to their lands and waters, Na-
tive Hawaiians developed 

highly advanced ahupuaa steward-
ship practices around the flow of 
freshwater that maintained healthy 
habitats from mauka to makai. But 
in the last 150 years, large-scale land 
conversion significantly altered 
landscapes across the islands. De-
velopment and commercial agricul-
ture were particularly disruptive, 
resulting in fragmented habitats, the 
spread of invasive species, degraded 
coral reefs, and widespread stream 
diversion that deprived people, habi-
tats and native wildlife of much-
needed water.

To repair the extensive damage in-
flicted on our natural world and on 
us, we are working to restore mauka- 
makai connections and the streams 
that support them. 

Our efforts support a sustainable 
state of abundance referred to as 
aina momona, build resilience to cli-
mate impacts, and provide essential 
habitat for Hawaii’s vulnerable na-
tive species.

Not coincidentally, our efforts re-
flect and perpetuate the Native Ha-
waiian stewardship systems and 
practices that simultaneously sus-
tain people, habitats and wildlife.

Though restoring mauka-makai 
connections is a formidable task, we 
know that aohe hana nui ke alu ia — 
no task is too big when done to-
gether by all, and that is exactly 
what we are demonstrating at He‘eia 
ahupuaa on Oahu.

Once abundant with clean water, 
this landscape provided for the com-
munity for centuries. Here, auwai, or 
canals, carried stream water to loi 
wai for farming wetland crops and to 
a vast fishpond situated within a pro-
ductive estuary and surrounded by a 
healthy reef. Today, we’re restoring 
these systems.

Inspired by the Ko‘olaupoko Ha-
waiian Civic Club and Ko‘olau Foun-
dation, a new generation of Native 
Hawaiian leaders launched Papah-
ana Kuaola, Kako‘o ‘Oiwi, Paepae o 

He‘eia, and the He‘eia National Estu-
arine Research Reserve to restore 
Hawaiian practices and traditions; 
the area’s upland forest, wetlands 
and fishpond; and the stream that 
connects and nourishes them. The 
federal government, state agencies 
and many private groups support 
these efforts through funding, inte-
grated management of bordering 
lands, and research and monitoring 
to assess the impacts of restoration 
across the ahupuaa.

And together, we’ve made much 
progress. Some are easy to see. For 
example, invasive mangroves that 
once towered over and clogged wet-
lands and streams have been re-
moved and native plants now carpet 
stream banks. Auwai have been 
opened and rebuilt, loko ia (fish-
pond) restored, and loi kalo re-
planted. A newly constructed poi 
mill and hale serve as gathering 
places for community. And after a 
decades-long absence, native water 
birds once again nest and breed in 
the area.

While other changes may not be 
as easy to see, they reaffirm the im-
portant progress we are making. Sur-
veys confirmed that native fish, 
including oopu, amaama (native 
striped mullet) and aholehole (Ha-
waiian flagtail) — also not seen for 
decades — are once again making 
their way into He‘eia’s estuaries, wet-
lands and streams. Even the elusive 
oopu naniha — one of five gobies na-
tive to Hawaii and an important cul-
tural species for Native Hawaiians 
— was recently seen in the estuary.

This progress is made possible 
from the cohesion of the different 

partners 
within He‘eia 
building a  
system to-
gether and be-
ing part of 
that system 
together. 
These involve 
people on the 
ground and 
with the wa-
ter touching 
and knowing 

every resource. Employing and 
building these knowledge holders 
support the social and ecological 
structures and systems where peo-
ple provide the bones to listen and 
learn to support aina needs and 
practices, such as moving and re-
storing water flows that are the 
source of all life within the ahupuaa. 
Indigenous stewardship and perpet-
uation is made possible by allowing 
knowledge holders to be in place, ed-
ucating learning knowledge holders, 
and supporting place-based aina 
practices.

As we celebrate the recent World 
Fish Migration Day, we celebrate the 
many partners, supporters and vol-
unteers who’ve helped reconnect 
habitats at He‘eia, especially those 
that oopu need as they migrate be-
tween freshwater and the ocean to 
feed and breed. We also celebrate 
Native Hawaiians whose legacy 
guides us. When we work together to 
perpetuate the Hawaiian culture and 
knowledge bestowed upon us, we 
perpetuate Hawaiian ecosystems 
and wildlife!

Visit PapahanaKuaola.org,  
KakooOiwi.org, PaepaeoHeeia.org 
and HeeiaNERR.org to learn more 
about this work. We also encourage 
participation in the volunteer and 
educational opportunities at He‘eia 
to gain an appreciation for Native Ha-
waiian cultural practices and to help 
build aina momona. 
———
This Island Voices also reflects views 
submitted on behalf of Papahana 
Kuaola, Paepae o He‘eia and the De-
partment Land and Natural Resources’ 
Division of Aquatic Resources.

Trump leans into martyrdom 
after verdict, motivating base

Trump’s trial could herald new era of American politics

Ahupuaa stewardship makes progress

Prickly City >> By Scott Stantis
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Iokepa Miner, from left, is a conservation specialist at Kako‘o 
‘Oiwi; Kawika Winter is reserve director at He‘eia NERR;  
and ‘Alohi Nakachi is Oahu marine program manager at  
The Nature Conservancy Hawai‘i and Palmyra.


